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THE WILDLIFE CONSERVATION ACT

Act No. 12 of 1974

An Act to repeal and replace the Fauna Conservation %;‘i No. 265 of
Ordinance, to make provision for the protection, conservation,
development, regulations and control of Fauna and Fauna products
and for matters incidental thereto and connected therewith.

[1°" DECEMBER, 1974]
PART I
PRELIMINARY
1. This Act may be cited as the Wildlife Conservation Act, 1974 and Short Title and
Commencement

shall come into operation on such date as the Minister may by
Notice in Gazette appoint.
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2. (1) In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires- ?terggegtation
ap.

“the Act” means the Wildlife Conservation Act;

“aerodrome” means any area of land or water designed, equipped, set
apart or commonly used for affording facilities for the landing
and departure of aircraft;

“animal” means any kind of vertebrate animal and the young and egg
thereof, other than domestic animals;

“authorized officer” means the Director, A Game Management Officer, a
Game Warden,, a Game Assistant, a Field Assistant or a Police
Officer and includes:-

(@) an employee of the Forest Division of or above the rank
of Field Assistant;

(b) an employee of the national parks of or above the rank of
Park Guide;

() an employee of the Fisheries Division of or above the

rank of Field Assistant;

(d) any public officer or other person appointed as such by a
writing signed by the Director;

“authorized organization” shall have the meaning assigned thereto by
section 26;

“the Board” means the Board of Trustees of the Wildlife Protection Fund

established by Section 69B;
Act No. 21 of 1978

s.2
“capture” includes any act immediately directed at the taking of any

animal, nest or egg’

“Commissioner of Customs” includes a customs officer employed by the
Customs Department;

“conservation area” means-
(@) a game reserve established under section 5;

(b) a national park established under the National Parks

: Cap. 282
Ordinance; P

() the Ngorongoro Conservation Area established by the <284

Ngorongoro Conservation Area Act;

_6-
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PART II
OFFICERS

3. (1) There shall be a Director of Game who shall be appointed by
the President.

(2) The Director shall be responsible for the proper
administration and other officers.

4. The Minister may appoint such number of Game Officers as, in
his opinion, may be necessary for the efficient administration of
this Act.

4A. 1) The Minister shall, after consultation with the President,
establish a department of Government to be known as the Wildlife
Protection Unit.

() The Unit shall consist of such number of persons as the
Minister may determine.

4B.  The functions of the Unit shall be the protection of wildlife
against unlawful hunters and, generally, the enforcement of the
provisions of this Act relating to the hunting, capturing and
photographing of wildlife, and the securing of trophies.

Director of Game

Game Officers

Minister to
establish the
Wildlife
Protection Unit

Act No. 21 of 1978
s.3

Functions of the
Unit

Act No. 21 of 1978
s.3
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4C. (1) The administration of the Unit shall be vested in the /;dmiﬁiﬁfaﬁon of
Director and for that purpose the Unit shall be organized in such 2;%?21 of 1978
branches and deployed according to such areas or places as the Director s3

may, with the consent of the Minister, determine.

(2) The Minister may, after consultation with the Minister for
the time being responsible for home affairs and with the
consent of the President, by regulations published in the
Gazette, provide for-

(@) the organisation and deployment of the Unit, the
conditions and terms of service, and the various grades-
ranks and appointments in it;

(b) the duties to be performed by members of the Unit, and
their guidance in the discharge of those duties;

() the regulation of matters relating to discipline in the Unit;

(d) the description and issue of arms, ammunition,
accoutrements, uniforms and other necessary supplies to
members of the Unit;

(e) matters relating generally to the good order and
administration of the Unit.

PART III
PROTECTED AREAS AND GENERAL RESTRICTIONS

(a) Game Reserves and Game Controlled Areas

5. (1) The President may, by order in the Gazette, declare any area Establishment of
. . Game Reserves
of Mainland Tanzania to be a game reserve.

2) The President may by order in the Gazette apply any
condition applicable to a game reserve to any area of Mainland
Tanzania and upon such order being made the condition specified
therein shall apply to the area in relation to which the order is mad as if
such area were a game reserve, and any contravention of such condition
in or in relation to such area shall be punishable accordingly.

6. The Minister may, by order in the Gazette, declare any are of Estab“ﬁh(finent of
. . ¢
Mainland Tanzania to be a game controlled area. controfiec areas
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7. (1) No person other than- Restriction on
h 1 f ordi id . ithin th entry into and
(@) a person whose place of ordinary residence is within the ;3010 in game

reserve, or reserves

(b) a person travelling through the reserve along a highway
shall enter a game reserve except by and in accordance
with the written authority of the Director previously
sought and obtained.

() Any person who contravenes any provision of this
section or contravenes any condition attached to any authority granted
under subsection (1) shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable to a
fine not exceeding five thousand shillings or to imprisonment for a term
not exceeding six months or to both such fine and such imprisonment.

8. (1) No person shall be in possession of a firearm, bow and arrow Restriction on
in a game reserve without the written permission of the Director "8 °f
g . p weapons in game
previously sought and obtained. reserves
(2) Any person who contravenes any provision of this

section shall be guilty an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a
fine not exceeding five thousand shillings or to imprisonment for a term
not exceeding twelve months or to both such fine and such
imprisonment.

9. (1) No person shall wilfully or negligently cause any bush or Protection of
grass fire, or fell, cut, burn, injure or remove any standing tree, ;ﬁf ;T;g;g;s
shrub, bush, sapling, seedling or any part thereof in a game
reserve except in accordance with the written permission
previously sought and obtained of the Director as well as if any
part of the game reserve is included in a forest reserve, the
Director of Forestry or his duly authorized representative:

Provided that any person whose place of residence is within the
reserve may without such permission fell trees for the purpose only of
building dwellings for himself and his dependants and domestic
employees, so however that this proviso shall be without prejudice to
any provision of any other written law restricting the felling of trees in
any forest reserve or other area.

() Any person who contravenes any provision of this
section or contravenes any under subsection (1) shall be guilty of an
offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding five
thousand shillings or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding two
years or to both such fine and such imprisonment.
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10. (1) No person shall, save with the permission in writing of the Huntingingame
Director previously sought and obtained and in the manner .. 7 ° 5"™¢
specified in such writing, bunt, capture, kill, wand or molest any
animal (including fish) in any game reserve or a game controlled
area.

(2) Any person who contravenes any provision of this
section or contravenes any condition attached to any
authority granted under subsection (1) shall be guilty of
an offence and shall be liable on conviction-

(@) in the case where the conviction relates to the hunting,
capture or killing of an animal specified in Part I of the
First Schedule to this Act, to imprisonment or a term of
not less than three years but not exceeding seven years
and the court may in addition thereto impose a fine not
exceeding one hundred thousand shillings;

(b) in the case where the conviction relates to the hunting,
capture or killing of an animal specified in Part II of the
First Schedule to this Act, to imprisonment for a term of
not less than two years but not exceeding five years and
the court may in addition thereto impose a fine not
exceeding fifty thousand shillings;

() in the case where the conviction relates to the hunting,
capture or killing of an animal specified in Part III of the
First Schedule to this Act, to imprisonment for a term of
not less than one year but not exceeding three years and
in addition thereto the court may impose a fine not
exceeding twenty thousand shillings;

(d) in the case of any other offence to a fine of not less than
three thousand shillings but not exceeding twenty
thousand shillings or to imprisonment for a term of not
less than three months but not exceeding two years.

-10 -
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11. (1) Save with the written permission of the Director previously Othler restrictions
. cles applying to game
sought and obtained, no person shall, within any game reserve _ -° ° _: same
or game controlled area- controlled areas
(@) dig, lay, or construct any pitfall, net, trap, snare or other

device whatsoever, capable of killing, capturing or
wounding any animal;

(b) carry or have in his possession or under his control any
weapon in respect of which he fails to satisfy the Director
that it was intended to be used for a purpose other than
the hunting, killing, wounding or capturing of an animal.

() Any person who contravenes any of the provisions of this
section shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a
fine not exceeding twenty thousand shillings or to imprisonment for a
term not exceeding two years or to both such fine and such
imprisonment.

12. (1) No person shall, save with on the written permission of the ReSt?iCtif_nS .
. . . . . grazing livestoc
Director previously sought and obtained, graze any livestock in game reserve
any game reserve.

(2) Any person who contravenes any of the provisions of this
section shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on
conviction to imprisonment for a term not exceeding two
years.

(b) Partial Game Reserves
13.  The Directors may, by order in the Gazette, declare any area of ESfaPlliShment of
Mainland Tanzania to be a partial game reserve for any animal partia game

reserve
or class of animals (hereinafter in this Act referred to as
“protected animals”).

-11 -
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14.

15.

16.

Any person who without the permission of the Director
previously sought and obtained hunts, captures, kills, wounds or
molests any protected animal in a partial game reserve shall be
guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction:

(@)

(b)

in the case of a conviction for hunting, capturing or
killing a protected animal, to imprisonment for a term of
not less than three years but no exceeding seven years;

in any other case to a fine of not less than three thousand
shillings but not exceeding twenty thousand shillings or
to imprisonment of not less than three months but not
exceeding two years.

(c) Declaration of National Game

The Minister may, by order in the Gazette, declare any animal or
class of animals to be a national game.

(1) No person shall except by and in accordance with the written
permission of the Director previously sought and obtained hunt,
kill, capture or wound any animal which is a national game.

(2)

Any person who contravenes any of the provisions of this
section or contravenes any condition attached to any
permission granted under subsection (1) shall be guilty of
an offence and shall be liable on conviction to-

in the case where the conviction relates to the hunting,
capture or killing of a national game, to imprisonment for
a term of not less than three years but not exceeding
seven years and in addition thereto the court may impose
a fine not exceeding one hundred thousand shillings;

in any other case, to a fine of not less than three thousand
shillings but not exceeding twenty thousand shillings or

to imprisonment of not less than three months but not
exceeding two years.

(d) Close Season

-12 -
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17.

18.

The Minister may, by order in the Gazette, prohibit, restrict or
regulate the hunting, killing or capture of any animal or class of
animals in any area of Mainland Tanzania during such period as
he may specify in such order (such period so specified is
hereinafter referred to as “close season”).

(1) Where an order under section 17 has been made in respect of
any area of Mainland Tanzania, no person shall during the close
season hunt, kill, capture or wound within such area any animal
to which such order applies except by and in accordance with
the permission of the Director.

(2)

Any person who contravenes any of the provisions of this
section or contravenes any condition attached to any
permission granted under subsection (1) shall be guilty of
an offence and shall be liable on conviction-

in the case where the conviction relates to the hunting,
capture or killing of an animal specified in Part I of the
First Schedule to this Act, to imprisonment for a term of
not less than three years but not exceeding seven years
and the court may in addition thereto impose a fine not
exceeding one hundred thousand shillings;

in the case where the conviction relates to the hunting,
capture or killing of an animal specified in Part II of the
First Schedule to this Act, to imprisonment for a term of
not less than two years but not exceeding five years, the
court may in addition thereto impose a fine not exceeding
fifty thousand shillings;

in the case where the conviction relates to the hunting,
capture or killing of an animal specified in Part III of the
First Schedule to this Act, to imprisonment for a term of
not less than one year but not exceeding three years and
in addition thereto the court may impose a fine not
exceeding twenty thousand shillings;

in any other case, to a fine of not less than three thousand
shillings but not exceeding twenty thousand shillings or
to imprisonment of not less than three months but not

exceeding two years.

(e) Miscellaneous Provisions

-13 -
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19. The President may, by order in the Gazette, modify any of the Presidentmay lift
restrictions imposed by this Part in relation to game reserves, restrictions
game controlled areas and partial game reserves, and where any
such order is made, the provisions of this Part shall take effect
subject to the provisions of the order.

20. (1) Nothing in this Act shall be construed as empowering the Whereanyareais
Director to grant any permission for the hunting, killing, capture *° national part ete.
or wounding of any animal in any national park in
contravention of the provisions of the National Parks Act. Cap. 282

(2) Where any game reserve, game controlled area or partial Cap.284
game reserve, or any portion thereof, falls also within the
conservation area established under the Ngorongoro
Conservation Area Act, the Director shall not grant any
permission for the hunting, killing, capture or wounding
of any animal of the Conservator of the Ngorongoro
Conservation Area.

PART IV
HUNTING, CAPTURING AND PHOTOGRAPHING OF ANIMALS
(a) Hunting of Animals

21. In this Part- Interpretation
“specified animal” means an animal in the Second Schedule to this Act;

“scheduled animal” means an animal specified in the Third Schedule to
this Act.

22. (1) The President may, by order in the Gazette, declare any President may
category of persons as be.ing a ca.tegory (.)f persons who shall not fiset;fetsgarigt ¢
be granted any game licence in relation to any category of permits

animals specified in the order.

() Where an order under subsection (1) is made in relation
to any category of persons, no person belonging to that category shall be
entitled to apply for or obtain a game licence in respect of any animal to
which the order applies and any such licence granted to any such
person shall be void and ineffective.

-14 -
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23. Save as otherwise expressly provided in this Act, no person shall ~No hunting
hunt any specified animal or scheduled animal except under and without licence
in accordance with the conditions of a valid game licence issued
to him under this Act:

Provided that the Minister may, by order, permit any persons or
category of persons to hunt any specified or scheduled animal without a
game licence.

24, The Minister may, by order in the Gazette, amend, add to, vary SAmenéimegfr%f .
or replace the Second and the Third Schedules to this Act. Siﬁzguliz "
25. (1) Game licences may be issued by a licensing officer upon an General
application made therefor in writing in the prescribed form and fg;:ig?j game
upon payment by the applicant of the prescribed fee. licences
() No game licence shall be granted to an applicant who

fails to satisfy the licensing officer-
(@) that he has attained the apparent age of eighteen years;

(b) that he is in possession of a valid firearm licence in
respect of the firearm intended to be used in hunting;

() in the case of a licence for the hunting of a specified
animal, that he is a citizen of the United Republic or that
he has been ordinarily resident in the United Republic for
a period of not less than twelve months immediately
preceding the date of the application;

(d) that he has a reasonable knowledge of the use of a
firearm for the purpose of game hunting;

3) The licensing authority may require an applicant for a
game licence to appear before him and answer any
question or produce any document relevant to any of the
matters referred to in subsection (2) and the firearm
proposed to be used.

-15 -
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26. (1) The Minister may, by order in the Gazette, declare any body
of persons, whether corporate or unincorporated, or any Ujamaa
village to b an authorized association for the purposes of this
Act.

(2) The Minister may, by order in the Gazette, declare any
body corporate to be a designated organization for the purposes of this
Act.

27. (1) A licensing officer may grant a game licence for the hunting
of a specified animal to any authorized association:

Provided that the licensing officer shall not grant a game licence
for the hunting of a specified animal to any authorized association
unless he is satisfied that the meat of the animal hunted will be made
available for consumption by all the members of the association.

2) A game licence granted to an authorized association
under subsection (1) shall entitle any member of the authorized
association who has attained the apparent age of eighteen years to hunt,
in accordance with the conditions of the licence, the animal specified
therein.

28. The Director may grant a designated organization a licence to
generally hunt such number of scheduled animals subject to
such terms and conditions and for such period as may be
specified therein.

(2) A game licence granted to a designated organization
under subsection (1) shall entitled any member,
employee or agent of the organization who has attained
the apparent age of eighteen years to hunt, in accordance
with the terms and conditions of the licence, any
scheduled animal which may lawfully be hunted under
such licence.

-16 -
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29. The Minister may, by regulations made under this Act- Issue of regulate
issue of game

licences
(@) provide that no licence for the hunting of a scheduled

animal shall be granted to any person save on the
recommendation of a designated organization;

(b) regulate the mode of hunting of scheduled animals;

() prescribe the functions of the designated organization in
relation to the hunting of animals hunted pursuant to any
licence issued on the recommendation of such
organization ;

(d) authorize, subject to such terms and conditions as he may
specify, the issue of a game licence for the hunting of a
specified animal to any person who does not, by virtue of
the provisions of paragraph (c) of subsection (2) of
section 25, qualify for such licence where the application
for such licence is recommended by a designated
organization;

(e) provide that no one person shall be granted licence to
hunt more than the specified number of species of animal
in any specified area;

) provide for the reception of Government trophies by a ActNo.210f 1971
designated organization from persons referred to in %
Section 68(1) and the procedure to be compiled with by
that organization upon receipt of the Government
trophies.
30. (1) Subject to the provisions of section 28 and any regulations Provisions

. . . relating to
made pursuant to section 29, every game licence shall specify the . dity of game

species and number of specified or scheduled animals which licences
may lawfully be hunted by the holder and shall be valid for such
period as may be prescribed.

-17 -



Laws of Tanzania Wildlife Conservation Act

31. Any person who- Unlawful hunting
of specified of

heduled animal
(@) not being the holder of a valid game licence, hunts, kills scheduled anima

or wounds any specified or scheduled animal; or

(b) being the holder of a valid game licence, hunts, kills or
wounds-

(i) a specified or a scheduled animal of a specie,
category, type or description other than that
specified in the licence; or

(if) a number of specified or scheduled animals larger
than that authorized by the licence; or

(iii)  a specified or scheduled animal in an area other
than the area specified in the licence,

shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction -

(@) in the case where the conviction related to the hunting or
killing of an animal specified in Part I of the First
Schedule to this Act, to imprisonment for a term of not
less than three years but not exceeding seven years and
the court may in addition thereto impose a fine not
exceeding one hundred thousand shillings;

(b) in the case where the conviction relates to the hunting or
killing of an animal specified in Part II of the First
Schedule to this Act to imprisonment for a term of not
less than one year but not exceeding five years, and the
court may in addition thereto impose a fine not exceeding
fifty thousand shillings;

() in the case where the conviction related to the hunting or
killing of an animal specified in Part III of the First
Schedule in Part III of the First Schedule to this Act, to
imprisonment for a term of not less than six months but
not exceeding three years and in addition thereto the
court may impose a fine not exceeding twenty thousand
shillings;

(d) in any case in which the conviction relates to wounding
of an animal, a fine of not less than one thousand
shillings but not exceeding twenty thousand shillings or
to imprisonment of not less than three months but not
exceeding two years.

-18 -
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(b) Capture of Animals

32. (1) Save as otherwise expressly stated in this Act, no person No am'lzllal Fohbe
shall capture any animal, whether or not specified in any ;aeli;lirte without
Schedule to this Act, except under and in accordance with the
conditions of a valid capture permit issued to him under this
Act.

(2) The Director may grant a capture permit authorizing the
capture of any animal for-

(@) providing a specimen for any zoological garden or
similar institution;

(b) any educational, scientific or cultural purpose;

(@) any purpose which in the opinion of the Director is in the
national interest.

33.  The Director may grant a capture permit subject to such Methodsof

capture

conditions as to the method of capture, care, stabling, feeding
crating and exporting of animals as he may consider fit, and
shall either specify such conditions in the permit or otherwise
communicate them to the person to whom the permit is issued.

34. (1) Every capture permit shall be in the prescribed form General
specifying the area or areas within which the animal specified fi{:\:ﬁg?j capture
therein may be captured. permits

() A capture permit shall be valid for such period as the
Director may specify therein.

3) There shall be charged inspect of a capture permit such
fee or royalty as may be prescribed or, where no fee or
royalty has been prescribed, such fee or royalty as the
Minister ay direct.

-19 -
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35. Any person who- Unlawful capture
of animal

(@) not being the holder of a valid capture permit, captures
any animal; or

(b) being the holder of a valid capture permit, captures-

(i) an animal of a specie, category, type or
description other than that specified in the permit;
or

(ii) a number of animals larger than that authorized

by the permit; or

(iii)  an animal in an area other than the area specified
in the permit,

shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction -

(@) in the case where the conviction relates to the capture of
an animal specified in Part I of the First Schedule to this
Act, to imprisonment for a term of not less than two years
but not exceeding seven years and the court may in
addition thereto impose a fine not exceeding one
hundred thousand shillings;

(b) in the case where the conviction relates to the capture of
an animal specified in Part III of the First Schedule to this
Act, to imprisonment for a term of not less than one year
but not exceeding five years, and the court may in
addition thereto impose a fine not exceeding fifty
thousand shillings;

() in the case where the conviction relates to the capture of
an animal specified in Part III of the First Schedule to this
Act, to imprisonment for a term of not exceeding three
years and in addition thereto the court may impose a fine
not exceeding twenty thousand shillings;

(d) in any other case, to a fine of not less than three thousand
shillings but not exceeding twenty thousand shillings or
to imprisonment for a term of not less than three months
but not exceeding two years.

(c) Commercial Game Photography

-20 -
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36. (1) No person shall engage in photographing animals for Cﬁmmerciil game
commercial purposes except under and in accordance with the P otography
conditions of a commercial game photography permit:

Provided that this section shall not apply in relation to the
photographing by the holder of a licence or permit granted under this
Act of any animal involved in any activity lawfully carried on pursuant
to such licence or permit.

() Any person who contravenes any of the provisions of
subsection (1) shall be guilty of an offence and shall be
liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding five thousand
shillings.

3) For the purposes of this section-

(@) “photograph” means any product of photography
or any process akin to photography and includes
cinematograph;

(b) a person shall be deemed to engage in
photographing animals for commercial purposes
if-

() he intends to sell or exhibit for gain or
reward the photograph or cinematograph
film produced;

(if) he engages in such photography on behalf
of any other person for any monetary gain
or reward;

(iii)  he is a person who is ordinarily engaged
in the business of a photographer or
cinematograph producer.

4) Where in any proceedings for an offence under this
section the court is satisfied that the accused took any
photograph of an animal the court shall, unless the
accused satisfied the court to the contrary, presume that-

(@) the photograph was taken for the purposes of commercial
photography;

(b) the proviso to subsection (1) does not apply to be
accused.

-21 -



Laws of Tanzania

Wildlife Conservation Act

37.

38.

The Director may grant a co